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to Shiraz. The measures which Nadir took to quell this revolt will be
given in Chapter XXIV ; all that is necessary to say here is that Nadir
was so occupied in suppressing it that he was unable to pay any attention
to 'Oman. When he had overcome Taqi Khan, he became so taken up
with the prosecution of the Turkish war that he was likewise unable to
concern himself with affairs in 'Oman. In consequence, the Persian
garrison there received no reinforcements. The able Ahmad ibn Sa4id
took advantage of this situation. One of the conditions of his settlement
with the Persians at Sohar had been that he was to pay them tribute regu-
larly, but, after Taqi Khan's departure, he failed to make his payments
on the appointed dates, alleging that he had no means of sending the
money to Muscat. As a result, the commanders at that place became short
of money and were unable to pay their troops, many of whom consequently
deserted.1 Having invited these commanders to Barka, on the pretext
of arranging for the payment of the tribute due, Ahmad seized them and
the soldiers who had accompanied them ; he then proceeded to Muscat
and summoned the Persians there to surrender, offering them money
if they yielded of their own accord, but threatening them with imprison-
ment if they did not. Being deprived of their leaders and short of pro-
visions, and having no hope of being able to resist, the majority surrendered.
It is said that Ahmad put some of these troops to death, but allowed the
others to return to Persia,2 In this way, he became master of the coast
from Muscat to Sohar, and he later extended his sway over the whole
country, with the exception of Julfar and a small strip of adjacent territory
which the Persians managed to retain for some years,3 Having expelled
the invaders and restored order in 'Oman, he had no difficulty in inducing
the chief Qadi to arrange for his election as Imam, thus founding the
Al-Bu-Sa'id dynasty, which rules in Muscat to this day. The election of
Ahmad to the Imamate is said to have taken place in the latter part of
I744*4
Insofar as Persia was concerned, the 'Oman campaigns had proved a
costly failure. At least 20,000 men had perished either in battle or from
the ravages of disease,5 but this heavy sacrifice brought no commensurate
advantage. Like the Daghistan campaigns, but on a lesser scale, the
'Oman operations imposed a prolonged and useless drain upon Nadir's
1Niebuhr's Beschreibung, p. 302, Guillain, Vol* I, p. 539,
*	Ibid., p. 303.   Salil ibn Raziq's account (pp. 153 and 154) of Ahmad's treachery to the Persians
and his subsequent massacre of them seems much exaggerated.
*	Entries in the Gombroon Diary show that, as late as 1748, ships carrying men and provisions
were sent oxrer from time to time to Julfar.
«Guillain, Vol. I, p. 542, and Kersten's Tabdlarischt Uebersicht, p. 18, Salil ibn Raziq states
(p. 152) that Afemad ibn Sa'id became Imam in 1154 a,h. {1741 /I742), but this is cleariy
incorrect,
*	There are several references in the Gombroon Diary to heavy wastage from disease in the
Persian armies in 'Oman.

